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APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED ACCOUNT) RECURRENT 2014–15 BILL 2014 
APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED ACCOUNT) CAPITAL 2014–15 BILL 2014 

Second Reading — Cognate Debate 
Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan) [3.54 pm]: I thought I had more than four minutes, but obviously I was wrong. 
I will finish off going through the examples of bad decisions by the government. We talked about the Serco 
contract, Allia, Florence Hummerston and, of course, transport. In transport we have seen plans that have been 
trashed, but also plans that have been developed and costed. Plans that have cost millions of dollars to develop 
have basically ended up in the trash bin. We have seen computer animations done for projects that never got 
delivered. It has been complete waste and mismanagement. The government does not know what it is doing from 
year to year, and as a result spends millions of dollars on wasted projects and plans and still the only thing it will 
be delivering in this term will be seven kilometres of train track in eight years. 

I want to quickly finish on a particular issue in my electorate; that is, the Swan Valley bypass, known as 
NorthLink. I am disappointed that the Minister for Transport, Mr Dean Nalder, said on radio yesterday that any 
freight toll introduced in WA should extend to Perth Airport and the Swan Valley. That is a real concern because 
we should remember that this was funded under federal Labor with no tolls, and now we have the state Minister 
for Transport actually inviting tolls on that new project. 

I want to talk particularly about the Malaga Drive–Reid Highway overpass mentioned today in question time and 
the commitment made to have it finished by 2014–15. Last year, it was pushed back twice, and then today we 
heard a very confusing answer from the minister. I know the contractor talked about the tender that he talked 
about—it was for the Erindale section, and there was an option to have the Malaga–Reid overpass built subject 
to the government providing funding. The key point is that it has not provided funding. The funding is in three 
years’ time. This is another example of the complete shambolic nature of this budget with ministers contradicting 
the budget papers before the budget is even passed. It happened last year and it continues to happen. We have the 
Minister for Health saying, “Yeah, we might be doing this Royal Perth Hospital redevelopment.” It will not be 
doing the Royal Perth Hospital redevelopment. It will not! The government lies about it each election and never 
actually delivers. I remember when the member for Ocean Reef was appointed to the task force to design the 
Royal Perth Hospital redevelopment. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: I remember the comments about the redevelopment made by the member for Swan Hills. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Really, so welcoming it? 

Mr W.J. Johnston: How it can be done if you don’t close the hospital. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It would have been brilliant. Of course, the government has not done it. I want to conclude 
by saying again that this government does not care about the future. It manages on a day-to-day basis. It lies at 
elections to be elected, and then cannot and will not deliver its promises. It has failed the WA community again 
and again. Its example of rolling over to be tickled on the tummy by Tony Abbott over the last day has been 
disgraceful. A federal government is undermining the WA way of life, and this Liberal state government is 
welcoming that sort of intervention. The next election will be very different. Government members can all sit 
there very smug, but it will not be like the last election, I can assure members. 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington) [3.58 pm]: I rise to speak on the Appropriation (Consolidated Account) 
Recurrent 2014–15 Bill 2014 and the Appropriation (Consolidated Account) Capital 2014–15 Bill 2014. I rise 
with, I think, three minutes before we adjourn. I will not be able to get very much in before we adjourn, but I 
want to have a look at a question — 

Dr G.G. Jacobs interjected. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: He can leave! He does not make a contribution in the chamber, so I am very happy for 
him not to be here. Members in the chamber will not notice. 

A question was posed to the federal Treasurer last night on the ABC’s 7:30 WA program. The question asked 
was: “Is it liberating for a politician to decide that election promises don’t matter?” That is really the question 
that we have for the members of the Liberal Party in Western Australia. They have decided that they do not care 
what they say at election times. In fact, that attitude is what is infecting the entire Parliament. 

I think it is time ministers understood their obligations to the Parliament. We saw the first occasion the new 
Minister for Transport handled legislation in the Parliament when he made false claims about what was 
happening with the legislation. The minister said that these amendments were suggested by Hon Ken Travers in 
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respect to the amendments that he himself was moving in the chamber as an explanation for why he was 
incapable of answering any questions about the legislation he was bringing to the chamber, yet when one looks 
at the record of Parliament, one finds that this was actually a government amendment moved by the minister’s 
representative in the Legislative Council. The minister stood in this chamber and said — 

These amendments were suggested by Hon Ken Travers. The government agreed to them and I am 
putting them forward on that basis. 

That was not true. The question that the Parliament has to examine is whether the minister knew that was false 
when he made that statement. If he knew that it was false, that would make it a lie. If he did not know it was 
false, he has an obligation under the standing orders to return to Parliament and apologise for what he did. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 3387.] 
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